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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on July 9, 2010 has been entered. Claims 1 and 6 
have been amended. No claims have been added or canceled. Claims 1-10 are 
pending in this application, with claims 1 and 6 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 5-7 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,291 ,343 to Goto. 

Regarding claims land 6, Goto teaches a method and a network subscriber 
station as a user interface for automatically setting up data connections between 
network subscriber stations in a network of distributed stations [Figs. 1, 10 & Abstract], 
where the network contains at least one recording appliance [Fig. 1; VCR 5], a data 
source appliance [Figs. 1 & 10: radio signals received from an antenna 8 or 
stations 1002-1005] and a data sink appliance [Figs. 1 & 10; VCR 5 or stations 1002- 
1005], comprising the following steps: 
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user-activated selection of a user interface for the recording appliance on a user 
interface appliance [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, step 20: a user may operate a "record" button of 
the VCR 5 on a remote controller 53 while the user is watching the TV 2; col. 10, 
lines 20-43]; 

checking for existing data connections which have been set up for the data sink 
appliance or the user interface appliance in the network [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps, 21-23: 
checking whether the power of VCR 5 or TV unit 4 (data sink) is off or on. i.e. no 
(logical) data connections exist if the VCR 5 is powered off; col. 10, lines 45-50, 
line 55 - col. 11, line 4]; and 

automatically setting-up a logical connection between the data source appliance, 
for which a connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has 
been set up, and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implementation of an 
instant- recording function on the recording appliance upon selection of a recording 
function [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps 21-26: automatically setting up a record data 
connection between the radio signals received from an antenna 8 or Tuner 27 
(data source) and the VCR 5 (data sink) upon operating a "record" button of the 
VCR 5. Once the 'record" button is operated, the VCR 5 starts to record the 
program on the channel set by the Tuner 27; col. 10, lines 45-50, col. 10, line 55 - 
col. 11 lines 50]. 

Though Goto teaches an audio/video system which is capable of recording a TV 
program a user now watching using only the VCR "record" operation [Fig. 1: col. 1, 
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lines 52-60], Goto does not expressly teach identifying the data source appliance on 
the VCR operation panel 52 or VCR remote controller 53. 

Goto, however, teaches that the VCR operation panel unit 52 consists of an 
operation input means 520 and the display 521 . The operation input means 520 is used 
when a user operates the VCR 5, the display means 521 is used when the VCR 5 
displays information against the user [Figs. 5-7: col. 6, lines 46-67]. 

It would have been obvious to one person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Goto's VCR operation panel 52 or VCR remote 
controller 53 by including an indication of the data source of the VCR, e.g. a display or 
LED indicating the data source is from "TV or Antenna or Aux", which is widely 
implemented on most of the commercially available TV/VCR remote controllers sold in 
the market. Thus, the limitation, "identifying the data source appliance", set forth above 
does not depart from the scope and spirit of Goto's invention. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Goto teaches the data connection between the data 
source appliance and the recording appliance is set up only after the recording function 
on the recording appliance has been activated by the user [Figs. 1, 5 & 9, steps 20-26; 
e.g. no (logical) data connections exist between the antenna 8 or TV2 /Tuner 27 
and the VCR 5 if the VCR 5 is powered off. Only after the "record" button of the 
VCR 5 is operated, the VCR 5 will be powered on and the (logical) data connection 
between the antenna 8 or TV2 /Tuner 27 and the VCR 5 will be established for the 
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recording. Also see the rejection statement to claim 1; col. 10, lines 45-50, col. 
10, line 55 - col. 11 lines 50]. 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Goto teaches the recording appliance is a digital 
video recorder or a digital audio recorder [Figs 1 & 5: VCR 5]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-4 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 5,291 ,343 to Goto in view of US PGPub. No. 2002/0078293 A1 by 
Kou et al. (hereinafter "Kou") 

Regarding claims 3-4 and 8-9, Goto teaches an audio/video system comprising a 
television receiver, a VCR and other communication control device [Figs. 1-7 & 10]. 

Goto does not expressly disclose the detail component or construction of each 
audio/video device in the system, such as an amplifier device or a graphical user 
interface. 
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Kou, in the same field of endeavor, teaches a method and system for selecting 
and controlling devices in a home network, wherein the user interface appliance is a 
display appliance for video images, and the user interface is based on a graphical user 
interface [Fig. 4A; para. 0043, 0053]; and the data sink appliance is an amplifier device 
for audio signals [Fig. 2; e.g. the data sink appliance is a Receiver 220 (which 
comprising a tuner and an amplifier); para. 0039]. 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was mad to 
recognize that having a graphical user interface or the data sink appliance is an 
amplifier is no more than a system implementation or configuration choice, which can 
be easily incorporated into Goto's audio/video system or remote controller without any 
compatibility issues. Therefore, the limitations set forth in claim 3-4 and 8-9 do not 
depart from the scope and spirit of the combing teachings of Goto and Kou. 

Response to Remarks 

4. In light of Applicant's amendment to claim 1 , the rejection of claims 1 -1 0 under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph has been withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's remarks filed on July 9, 2010 regarding the rejection of claims 1 , 6 
and their dependent claims in the application have been fully considered but they are 
moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Applicant argues: 

Goto neither discloses nor suggests "automatically setting-up a connection 
between the data source appliance, for which a connection to the data sink appliance or 
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to the user interface appliance has been set up, and the recording appliance in order to 
assist in the implementation of an instant-recording function on the recording appliance 
upon selection of a recording function" as recited in the present claimed arrangement. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. See the rejection statement to claim 1 of 
current Office Action. 

Specifically, Applicant states: 

In Goto, the VCR is always physically connected directly to a TV and any 
connection set up necessary is performed once the play or record function is selected. 
This is unlike the present claimed arrangement in which, a connection between a data 
source appliance or set top box and recording device or DVR is set up upon selecting a 
recording apparatus on a user interface. That is, the logical connection will not exist until 
the record operation is about to be enabled. Thus, as a direct point to point logical 
connection between the recording apparatus and data source is set up, once the record 
function of the recording apparatus is selected, recording can begin instantly. The 
recording apparatus will record the channel to which the data source is tuned. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicant's assertion. 

Examiner does not disagree with "In Goto, the VCR is always physically 
connected directly to a TV ". As illustrated in Figs. 1-3, Applicant's Specification states 
"Figure 1 shows that all of the appliances are connected to one another by means of a 
common bus connection. An example of a bus connection is the IEEE-1394 bus 
system." [p. 7, lines 5-8]. This clearly indicates that the physical configuration between 
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the data source and the data sink in Goto is exactly the same as the one in the present 
application. 

As recited in the rejection statement to claim 1 , in Goto even though the VCR is 
always physically connected to a TV, It does not necessarily mean the record data 
connection (a logical data path or connection) between the data source or TV/antenna 
and the data sink or VCR is already set up. Namely, if no (logical) record data 
connection is set up, no recording function will be performed even thought the physical 
connection has been set up. 

Goto clearly teaches a record data connection between a data source appliance 
or TV/antenna and a recording device or VCR is set up only upon selecting a "record" 
button of the VCR on a remote controller [Abstract, col. 1, lines 52-60, col. 10, lines 
20-43]. Thus, Goto teaches each limitation set forth in claims 1 and 6 through 
obviousness. 

Claims 2, 5, 7 and 10 depend from claims 1 and 6, respectively. In addition to 
the rejection of claim 1 , Examiner stands for the same position of rejection to each of 
claims 2, 5, 7 and 10. 

Claims 3-4 and 8-9 depend from claims 1 and 6, respectively. In addition to the 
rejection of claim 1 , Examiner believes the reason of rejection to claims 3-4 and 8-9 is 
clear and sufficient. Therefore, Examiner stands for the same position of rejection to 
each of claims 3-4 and 8-9. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert T. Chou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6045. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham, can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Albert TChou/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2471 
August 4, 2010 



